Introduction 



To our knowledge, this is the first Tai Dam - English English - Tai Dam 
dictionary to be published. This volume is not intended to be exhaustive in 
scope or rigorous in detail. It has been compiled as a practical guide, 
primarily for Tai Dam speakers relocated in the English-speaking world. 
Preference has been given here to easily definable terms useful to those for 
whom the book is primarily intended. 

Tai Dam, also known as Black Tai or Tai Noir, is a member of the 
Southwestern group of the Tai language family. Speakers of the language 
are mainly concentrated in northwestern Vietnam. In recent years many 
have relocated in other parts of the world, making the need for this book 
evident. 

Most of the Tai Dam contributors to this volume migrated from Vietnam 
and spent a number of years living near Vientiane, Laos, before moving on 
to the West. Some of the lexical entries reflect the influence of Laotian 
upon the Tai Dam community they represent. Dorothy Fippinger began 
her research on the Tai Dam language in 1967 among speakers resettled in 
southern Vietnam. Since 1975 this research has been carried on among Tai 
Dam people who immigrated to the state of Iowa. 

To facilitate reading by Tai Dam people of varying educational backgrounds, 
more than one way of writing the language has been developed. Throughout 
this book, the left-hand column of Tai Dam entries is in the traditional Tai 
Dam script, while the center column is in a modified form of the Laotian 
script and the right-hand column a modified form of the Vietnamese 
alphabet. All three represent the same spoken Tai Dam forms. 

Tai Dam syllables have an obligatory initial consonant, an obligatory 
vowel and tone, and an optional final consonant. Of the 23 consonant 
sounds, 22 can occur at the beginning of a syllable, while only 9 can occur 
at the end. There are 13 vowels and 6 tones. The Tai Dam Consonant 
Order and Vowel Order pages list each sound in sequence using the three 
alphabets plus a phonetic equivalent, based on the International Phonetic 
Alphabet. The alphabetic order used in this dictionary is roughly similar to 
that used for Laotian. A more complete description of the spoken values 
of these symbols is available upon request, from Mrs. Fippinger in care of 
the address of the Summer Institute of Linguistics given on the title page 
of this book. 
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